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The DCA library is in very good health and proceeding usefully in leaps and bounds, much assisted by its
splendid new web page. There are about 200 books and CD-ROMs in the library with 9 books currently out
on loan. I am always fascinated by members’ choices and remind myself that acquisition of knowledge is an
explorers'  game.  For  example,  why choose Polynesian catamaran designs  by James Wharram and the
Solent Tour CD-ROM by Paul Heiney? Why Sailing Yarns by Ted Jones and Sea-Country by Tony Smith? Well,
the answer is the intellectual curiosity of DCA members, perhaps aided by book reviews and good read
suggestions on the website.

I did not update the CD-ROM containing the Journal archive in 2020 but do plan to do so in 2021 and offer it
as either a CD-ROM or a USB stick. Although you can now get some back copies via a request on the
website, the archive on CD_ROM remains the best way to acquire a comprehensive library of DCA articles
from previous years. Unfortunately the articles from the earliest years were only archived in Word format,
so I have started the process of converting them into pdf files.  It is very time-consuming, so will not be
completed for some time.

I am at present moving house which includes moving the DCA Library and members may need to be patient
with their requests. The really weird thing is that many people who never use the postal library still want
the DCA to have a library and those that use it, do so enthusiastically. So while I am in charge I will continue
to acquire any book that a member would like to read and continue the system of enclosing a stamped
addressed envelope for the return of the books. 

If I have accomplished all the updating that is required, I would like to hand over to a new Librarian at the
end of 2021. It is an honorary post as well as an honourable one. If any member feels they could take over
the responsibility  of  housing  the  books and  operating  the  Library,  please let  any  member of  the DCA
Committee know.

Giles de Bertodano


