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Our AGM last year was at the beginning of February in the North of England. It was a very successful 
and convivial meeting, which included an excellent presentation from the crew of the Wayfarer 
Nipegegi, who had recently sailed their dinghy round mainland Britain non-stop. Later the same month
the DCA again exhibited at the RYA Boat Show in London, and a great many of people came to look 
at Mary Dooley’s Mirror dinghy on our stand. But by then a mounting inquietude about the effect of the
Covid-19 virus in Britain was already palpable, and before the end of March the whole country was in 
mandatory lockdown and organised dinghy rallies became impossible.

In response, the Association took the decision to cancel the whole of its advertised rally programme 
for the year. We could not guarantee rallies could be organised in accordance with evolving health 
regulations and changing government guidance, so instead we recommended that members should 
consult the Forum for news on rallies, which would be organised on an ad hoc basis depending on the
regulations prevailing at the time.

Meanwhile I spent much of the Spring lockdown on a programme of long overdue maintenance on my
dinghy, and I know that many other members took advantage of the enforced change of lifestyle on 
similar tasks, or enjoyed the opportunity to stay at home reading the Journal, which continues to 
surpass itself with every succeeding issue.

By the Summer the health situation was more hopeful and sailing once again became possible. The 
system of organising rallies through the forum worked pretty well. Although gatherings were generally 
smaller than in a usual year, I certainly managed to get a lot of excellent sailing in over the season, 
and I hope you all did as well. Things have closed down again during the last Winter but the 
Association looks forward with hope. Dinghy Cruising is a healthy outdoor sport, and we are optimistic
of better times ahead as the days lengthen. 

At the last AGM the membership voted to authorise an increase in membership fee, the activation of 
which was delayed until 2021. This was to pay for improvements to the Association’s services to its 
members, such as the bulletin, the website and the forum. You will have already experienced many of
these improvements during the year that has passed, which was the result of a lot of work by the 
Association’s Officers. Only now are you being called upon to pay for them. This will happen 
automatically for those of you who have opted for the direct debit method of payment, which greatly 
reduces the administrative load on our membership secretaries. I hope you will all feel the increase 
was well worthwhile.

Respect for the Dinghy Cruising Association’s expertise seems to be growing. We are now regularily 
consulted by the RYA, who are aiming to promote dinghy cruising by the creation of a network of 
Dinghy Trails all over the country. Personally I am increasingly asked to comment on initiatives or to 
give talks.

Can I thank the longstanding and stalwart members of the Committee as well as the Regional 
Secretaries, and in particular the three new Officers who have joined us recently, Jennifer Heney, 
Paul Hadley and Chris Forrest, whose appointment needs to be confirmed by AGM election today. 
You are all wonderful and I am very grateful for your contributions. 

 


